Improved Traffic Calming Measures
for Hollywood Lakes Section

By The Hollywood Lakes Section Civic Assn. Traffic and Safety Committee

The City of Hollywood is planning speed tables or humps for locations along 13th, 14th, 15th,16th Ave South of Hollywood Blvd and presumably for locations along 13th Ave North of Hollywood Blvd as well. Hollywood Lakes is a beautiful, friendly, well maintained, historic and quiet neighborhood. We would like to keep it that way and preserve its quiet character and attractive appearance. Let us preserve our quiet and beautiful neighborhood by adding suitable traffic calming measures. Currently, the only traffic calming method of choice in the City of Hollywood is the speed table or hump.
Among the disadvantages of speed tables are:

· Unattractive appearance

· Increased noise from tires and shock absorbers when hitting the table

· Increased noise from loose items on work trucks and spoilers hitting the pavement

· Increased noise from engine revs when accelerating after the bump

· Increased pollution

More attractive solutions include chokers and islands or Center Islands combined with chokers.
Chokers are basically curbing installed along the roadway that effectively narrow the lanes in both directions, thus slowing traffic down. Chokers are very effective traffic calming measures, they look better, they could provide some green appearance, they are quieter and cause less pollution.

We feel strongly that Hollywood Lakes, at the very least the historical district, between the Artspark, Johnson Street, Washington Street and the Intracoastal Waterway should receive traffic calming measures that are appropriate for the historical neighborhood, pleasant to the eye and ear.

We would like to request thoughtful traffic calming measures that do not create additional noise and pollution.

We feel it is very important for this residential district between the beach and downtown, that traffic calming maintains or brings a high quality of life to Hollywood Lakes, not new eyesores or sources of pollution and noise emission.

Please find attached some suggestions for Center Island Combinations that we have seen in similar configurations in various locations.

The center island could contain a <Please Slow>-Sign.
Hollywood Lakes Traffic Calming

1.
Green Center Island with or without Choker on each side





2.
Green Center Island with 4 separate Chokers 


to make roadway appear more narrow




3.
Green Center Island with 2 separate Chokers 


to make roadway appear more narrow and

 construction easy




The idea is to narrow the roadway visually, so that drivers will slow down.  The road appears less suitable for higher speeds, the driver adjusts the speed. The result is a slower but smoother traffic flow, low in noise, low in pollution.
This is different to speed tables, which present a sudden hurdle. The driver does not adjust his speed to a narrow road, but is being forced to bounce or slow down, and then tempted to harshly accelerate behind the hurdle, creating more noise and pollution.

Where the speed table may present a viable measure at lower cost for streets with low traffic volume, it is not an acceptable measure where hundreds and thousands of vehicles pass every day, for the reasons stated above. If cost becomes an issue, we suggest building the needed Island/Choker Installations over a longer period of time.  The Lakes Section would have fewer traffic calming installations in the short term, but the ones that are being built will be quality installations.

Another cost saving idea: Use prefabricated planter-like modules without bottom for islands and chokers. Cement module to the asphalt after removing asphalt in the center of the module, fill with soil and plants. This could be very quick, cost efficient and attractive.

In the meantime appropriate speed signage and more active speed enforcement could help create relief from speeders and actually create additional income. Here are two websites that further illustrate these preferred methods:
http://www.trafficcalming.org/measures2.html
http://www.trafficcalming.org/effectiveness.html
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